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BIKE paths, pontoons, fishing
platforms, walking tracks and
mountain bike trails.

I’m excited to hear of the
developments coming to the region
that get us out in the great
outdoors.

During travels overseas and
other areas of our own great
country I am often amazed at the
tourism opportunities that come
about from these sorts of things.

Recently in New Zealand I was
surprised by the amount of
mountain biking and fishing
tourism businesses.

They had mountain bike trails
everywhere, not to mention bike
shops to both buy and hire.

We have such a wonderful site
for mountain biking in Mt Archer;
used for decades, but now has a
growing number of trails.

How great would it be to host a
national competition there, as has
been suggested.

Fishing is another recreational
activity perfect for our region.

We have both ocean and fresh
water options right here.

Rockhampton Regional Council
has a draft Rockhampton
Recreational Fishing Development
Strategy. Essentially is it a plan to
develop the region’s recreational
fishing experience to become an
adventure tourism destination.

If you want to have your say,
don’t just tell your mates. Visit
council’s information stand at
Northside Plaza next Wednesday
to view the strategy, talk to council
staff and complete the feedback
survey while there.

Otherwise log into the council
website. You have until July 15.

Rockhampton has often been a
stopover on the way to somewhere
else. But why?

We have so much in this region
right here, with more on way.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Federal election only
the beginning
IT is not racist to ask anyone in
court to stand for the magistrate , it
is not racist to ask anyone to stand
for our flag , for our national an-
them, its not racist to ask that the
burka not be worn in public whilst
driving or shopping, its not racist to
ask Islam to stop all abuse of homo-
sexuals, that’s not racist, it’s not
racist to ask that Sharia Law be
banned in Australia.

It’s not racist to ask that we don’t
be attacked by “lone wolf” Islamic
terrorists , no the lone wolf may not
represent all Islam but surely we
can have all Islam condemn that
activity, that’s not racist to ask that.

The swell against Islam will grow
until Islam accepts that Australia
has a culture of freedom that can-

not mix with Sharia Law, for good-
ness sake Sharia Law is a religious
identity , not a race identity.

And while the media keep pre-
senting all those who voted for
Pauline Hanson as racist while
doing nothing to protect our court
system, our flag, our schools, then
of course there will be a surge of
discontent, it was this system that
drew migrants to us wasn’t it, don’t
they all come here as we are the
lucky country, why is it racist to
want to keep us the lucky country?

If you don’t recognise the truth of
this, if you deny Hansonites a hear-
ing you will see the beginning of a
rebellion , yes if Islam does not
abide by our customs and law and
continues to insult our legal system
by refusing to stand for magistrates
etc, we will demand action, as we
have, the ballot box is only the start.

■ Doug Belot,
Yeppoon

Food prices a reflection
on nation debt
THE USA government debt is now
over $19 trillion and rising, Aus-
tralian govt, (fed, state and local)
debt is nearly $800 billion.

The governments cannot keep
printing money, fail to rein in debt
and cut spending.

This country is heading down the
gurgler just like Greece, Italy and a
few others, we are heading for a
recession. The food prices, I believe
are too high mainly due to, in my
opinion, foreign owned farms and
too much being exported.

It’s time this country and citizens
were put first. If that means stop-
ping all foreign aid and immigra-

tion, so be it. Live exports should
also be banned with livestock, (and
fruit/vegetables) processed locally
with only surplus exported. And I
firmly believe that ALL governments
be banned from double dipping on
tax, excess and syphoning off pro-
fits of government owned business-
es (electricity).
■ G. Townsend

Emu Park

Flawed decisions
NOW that the left in Britain have
their report investigating the reason
why Blair committed Britain to Gulf
War II in 2003, Australia’s left,
headed by Keating the ex-prime
minister of Australia, is flapping his
gums and the left is wanting a
similar review here.

To criticise leaders’ of democracy
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MR Doblo has said a bit about
the Gap Dam, but this is not his
domain.

This idea first entered my
mind when I flew over the
"Gap” in a light aircraft, maybe
40 years ago. The site is about
10km west of the old Kanoona
Gold Mine, where the Fitzroy
River runs through two high
hills.

Daming the Fitzroy at that
place would make a huge
reservoir - maybe the largest in
Queensland, and the spillway
would be Eastward at the
Primchester Creek.

The result would mean three
- perhaps four things.

Rockhampton would have no
more floods.

All the arable costal land
between Maryborough and
Gladstone could be irrigated.

That activity would ensure
that Rockhampton would have
perhaps 10,000 extra jobs.

If O’Dowd, Beer, Neaton or
Landry had embraced this idea
and talked about it, any of them
could have romped home in the
recent House of Reps election.

If neither main party want to
show interest in the Gap Dam,
just don’t vote for them.
Instead, vote for an
independent who will.

Rex McIntosh

KNOWLEDGE GAP: Rex McIntosh says while Dominic Doblo has said
a fair bit about the Gap Dam, its not his domain.
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Damn the pollies who
don’t support the dam

EIGHT weeks after the election
was called, I’m now sitting here
in a deep funk.

It’s not a funk driven by
Labor’s second lowest ever
primary vote, or the Coalition’s
seeming inability to capitalise on
a potentially talented leader, a
flawed union movment and the
very reasons for calling the
election in the first place.

My despair is driven by the
abysmal state of western politics
and the fact that miracles aside,
we now face a cumulative 12

years of instability, uncertainty
driven by populist and
directionless government. How
did we get here?

In many circles, Paul Keating is
not the world’s most popular
person.

It can’t be argued however that
the Hawke/Keating era was one
of great economic change, killing
wage inflation, establishing
universal superannuation and
opening Australia up to global
markets. Their efforts set
parameters for unprecedented
prosperity. That the underlying
economic measures were
implemented by a left wing
government is testimony to
leadership of the first order.

The Hawke/Keating era was
followed by the Howard

Government, which not only
changed gun laws but also had
the discipline to continue with
the Hawke/Keating reforms.

Toward the end of that era, the
wheels began to fall off.

The mining boom was
beginning to set in, and
Howard/Costello began to
substantially increase middle
class welfare (think family
benefits and superannuation
concessions). It seems those

concessions paved the way for a
class divide, which Rudd
capitalized on, and the rest is
history – eight years of unstable
government, bereft of

My reflection on election
.
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Malcolm Turnbull talks to a
toddler during a walk in central
Brisbane. PHOTO: DAN PELED


